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What is claimed is: 
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1. \ In an information distribution system comprising provider equipment 
and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment providing information 
to said subscriber equipment via a forward channel, said subscriber 
equipmeru requesting said information via a back channel, a method 
comprisingythe steps of: 

determining whether said information distribution system has 
sufficient ban\jwidth available to provide information requested by a 
subscriber; 

providingjVn the event of appropriate bandwidth availability, said 
requested information to said subscriber using said appropriate bandwidth; 
and 

providing, in tke eventji£minimum bandwidth availability, said 
requested informationXto said subscrifeer using said minimum bandwidth. 
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2. The methoa^of claim 1, further comprreing the step of: 

waiting, in the event of less than mininrjiim bandwidth availability, 

for a predetermined period )of time; and 

repeating said first an^ secojjid steps of providing said requested 

information. 



3. The method of claim 2, fumher CQmprisipg the step of: 
repeating, for a predetermined number of iterations, said step of 

25 waiting and said first and second s\eps of providing said requested 
information. 

4. The method of claim 3, further aomprising the step of denying access 
to said information to said requesting subscriber. 
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein saiti bandwidth determination is 
made with respect to at least one of a vide© server bandwidth, a video switch 
bandwidth a transport processor bandwidtP^ and a digital video modulator 
bandwidth. 
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6. \ The method of claim 1, wherein a first level of bandwidth is allocated 
to eaidi subscriber upon establishing a session, said first level of bandwidth 
being sufficient to support a navigation function. 

7. TheNnethod of claim 1, wherein said requested information is stored 
in said provider equipment at an appropriate bandwidth level and at a 
minimum banqwidth level. 

8. In an information distribution system comprising provider equipment 
and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment providing information 
to said subscriber equipment via a forward channel, said subscriber 
equipment requesting ^aid information via a back channel, provider 
equipment apparatus coWprTsiitg: 

a session mari^er,\for receivi^ information requests fi^om said 
subscriber equipment and cletermining\for each received information 
request, whether paid information distribution system has sufficient 
bandwidth available to provide th^ requested information; and 

an informatkm server, cp^ipled to said session manager, for providing 
said requested information at amappropriate bandwidth in the case of 
appropriate bandwidth availabiliw, and for providing said requested 
information at a minimal bandwidt^Kin the case of at least minimal 
bandwidth availability. \ 

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein: 

said session manager, in response^ to a determination that less than a 
minimum bandwidth is available, waiting: for a predetermined period of 
time and determining, for each received information request not being 
fulfilled, whether said information distribution system has sufficient 
bandwidth available to provide the requesteAinformation. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein: \ 

said session manager, in response to a final determination that less 
than a minimum bandwidth is available, denyingWccess to said information 
to said requesting subscriber. \ 
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The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising: 

.a transport processor, for packetizing information provided by said 
information server; 

saia^session manager determining said information distribution 
system banqwidth with respect to at least a bandwidth utilization level of 
said transpor^processor. 



12. The appar^^s of claim 8, further comprising: 

a plurality oi^'data storage devices, coupled to said information server 

10 via a video switch; 

said session manager determining said information distribution 
\ \ 

system bandwidth withVespect to at least one a bandwidth utilization level 
of said video switch and,^bandwidth utilization level of a storage devices 
including said r^cjuested information. 
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13. The/apparatus of claim IS, further comprising: 

a digital video modulator\for ^aiodulating packetized information 
streams onto a carrier; 

said Wssion managei>deBerrmning said information distribution 
system band^it^th^jjtlr^es^ a\andwidth utilization level of said 

digital video modulator. 



14. The apparatus of claim 8, whereinVxfirst level of bandwidth is 
allocated to each subscriber upon establisning a session, said first level of 
25 bandwidth being sufficient to support a navr^ation function. 
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15. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said r^jbuested information is 
stored in said provider equipment at an appropriate bandwidth level and at 
a minimum bandwidth level. 



16. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein each program to be provided to 
requesting subscribers is stored at each of an appropriate encoded bitrate 
and a minimal encoded bitrate. 
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